
CITY OF LAREDO ORDINANCE NO. 97-0-081 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 24.62.5 OF THE LAREDO 
LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE OF THE CITY OF LAREDO TO 
PROVIDE FOR COMMUNICATION TOWERS AND ANTENNAS; 
AMENDING SECTION 24.63.2 TO PROVIDE FOR ALLOWABLE 
ZONING DISTRICTS AND SPECIAL USE PERMITS FOR 
COMMUNICATION TOWERS AND ANTENNAS; AMENDING SECTION 
24.65.13 TO DELETE PROVISIONS PROVIDING FOR RADIO 
AND TELEVISION ANTENNAS; CREATING SECTION 24.93.10 
RELATING TO SPECIAL USE PERMITS FOR COMMUNICATION 
TOWERS AND ANTENNAS; AMENDING APPENDIX 'A' ESTAB- 
LISHING DEFINITIONS ACCORDINGLY; PROVIDING FOR 
PUBLICATION AND EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City of Laredo has received or expects to re- 
ceive requests to site wireless communications towers and anten- 
nas within the municipal boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Laredo finds that it is in the public 
interest to permit the siting of wireless communications towers 
and antennas within the municipal boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City of Laredo to permit 
the siting of wireless communications towers and antennas within 
the municipal boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City of Laredo to protect 
and promote the public health, safety and welfare by regulating 
the siting of wireless communications towers and antennas, 

WHEREAS, Towers and antennas shall be regulated and permit- 
ted pursuant to this ordinance and shall not be regulated or 
permitted as essential services, public utilities, or private 
utilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission, after .a public 
hearing, has recommended approval; and 

WHEREAS, Conditional Use Permits heretofore issued for the 
purposes of communications towers and antennas are appropriately 
authorized through a Special Use Permit; and 



NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the City Council of Laredo, 
Texas : 

Section 1. Section 24.62.5 of the Laredo Land Development Code 
is hereby amended as follows: 

Section 24.62.5. Special Use Permits. 

The City Council may grant a permit for the special uses listed 
before these special uses may be placed on certain property 
within the city limits of the City of Laredo. Any property 
owner desiring to establish one of the uses listed in on land 
which is not specifically zoned for that use, may apply to the 
Commission for a Special Use Permit which meets the requirement 
of this Section. The Special Use Permit must be approved by the 
Council. Such action does not change the zoning on the land, but 
establishes a permit for a specific use with an approved plan. 
Violations of the approved plan are violations of this ordinance 
and subject to the penalties contained herein. The Council shall 
execute the provisions of this Section for the protection of the 
health, safety, comfort, convenience, and welfare of the public. 
Decisions shall not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the 
community and will be consistent with the intent and purpose of 
this Ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan. 

The following Special Use Permits are authorized: 

Manufactured Housing Parks and Recreation Camps 
Junk and Used Appliance Yards 
Petrochemical and Gas Extraction Facilities 
Flea Markets 
Electronic Displays 
Sexually Oriented Business 
Bars, Night Clubs, Cantinas, and Saloons in the Historic 
Districts within the Central Business District 
~ini-Storage/~arehouse Facilities 
Communication Towers and Antennas 

Section 2. Section 24.63.2, Page IV-29 of the Laredo Land 
Development Code is hereby amended as follows: 





Section 3. Section 24.65.13 of the Laredo Land Development Code 
is hereby amended as follows: 

65.13. B-3 Community Business District 

(1) Trade or Business School: Provided that machinery which is 
used for instruction does not create noise, fumes, smoke, 
odor, vibration or does not involve welding or the use of 
heavy equipment outdoors. 

(32) Where the primary business is retail sale of hardware and 
remodeling supplies such as lumber, concrete, electrical fix- 
tures, plumbing, heating or air-conditioning shops, wiring, ma- 
sonry or tilela free-standing structure shall not exceed 35,000 
square feet in gross floor area. 

(41) Sign painting shops shall be located in wholly enclosed 
buildings. 

(5%) Monument sales and service shops shall be located in 
enclosed buildings if adjacent to an R-District. 

(65) Funeral homes and Chapels: shall be located at least one 
hundred (100) feet from any Residential District; must be 
screened from all adjacent less intensive uses; and must be 
located within three hundred (300) feet of a principal arterial 
street. 

(36) Small animalveterinary clinics which include treatment, 
display, grooming, or boarding of small animals or pet shall 
be located not less than fifty (50 )  feet from any Residential 
District. 



(81) Interior decorating, painting and paper hanging shops, 
furniture upholstering which do not include contractor yards and 
cabinetry fabrication. 

(48) Recycling centers provided however that no recycling center 
shall be located within 100 feet of any residential district.. 

(-3) Retail sale of used clothing and merchandise stores is 
permitted. 

(a=) Unless otherwise provided, all business, service or 
processing shall be conducted wholly within an enclosed build- 
ing; the sale of automobile fuel, lubricants and fluids at 
service stations, is specifically permitted. 

(12LZ;) Production For Retail on Premises Only: All products 
produced on the premises shall be primarily sold at retail on 
the premises where produced, except for the work of skilled 
craftsmen or artisans. 

Section 4 .  Section 24.93.10 of the Laredo Land Development Code 
is established to read as follows: 

Section 24.93.10. Communication Towers and Antennas 

la 1 A~~lication Procedures 

1. Application form: The application shall be made on a 
form approved by the Director of Plannina, and shall include 
the following information: 

a. The name. address. and telephone number of the aD- 
~llcant a nd the a~plicant's agent, if any. Identi- 
fication of the entities ~rovidins the backhaul 
network for the tower(s1 described in the a ~ ~ l i c a -  - - 

the a~plicant in the munici~alitv~ 

b. A deed and leaal descri~tion of the ~ro~ertv; - - - 

c. Verification of com~liance with FCC. FAA reaula- 
tions and. if applicable. any other federal or state 
aaencies : 



s for f u t u  users: 

. . . A a-auallfled structural e n o m  
itv of the tower: 

f .  Any information of an enaineerina nature + hat th 

, . 
8 .  A descrlptlon of the sultablllty of the use of ex - 

i. - -tsL- i w r - . . nologv not reoulrlno the use of towers or structure 
to provide the services to be provided throuah the - 
use of the prngosed new tower: 

f Jlaredo based 

2 .  Site ~ l a n  requirements. The site ~ l a n  shall include t e e: 



d .  Setbacks from grqprtV lines. - 

Elevation drawinss - of the Dr - sed tower and 
~ther structures: 

osed to wer and 

this Section. 

1 Anv addltlonal infor . . - deemed bv the pla 
Director to be necessarv to as 

n u  
S Compliance with 

.- --T N D I 
INCLUDE : 

ommission shall m ke find- 
inas concernin5 the followins: 

- 

Proximitv of the tower to residential structures 
an n- 

'2. Nature of uses on adjacent - and nearby ~ro~erties; - 

f .  D i n  th w r referen 
d s i n  h r  f 



1 obtrusiveness 
d scr- 

h. A . . . v-llltv of ex~stlna - towers, other structures. 
or alternative technoloqies not r e a w a  the use . . 

- - - 
pf towers or structures, 

2. In arantlnu - a s ~ e c  ial use ~ermit. the Citv Council mav . . Jmpose condltlons deemed necessarv to mlnlmlze anv ad . . .  verse - 
effect of the ~ro~osed to - - -  - . . .  wer on a d i m n a  DroDerties. - 

(1) Existina Towers. Other Structures. or Alternative 
Technoloav. No new tower shall be ~ermitted unless no ex - 
istina tower. structure or alternative technoloav that does - 
pot require the use of towers or structures can accommodate 
the applicant ' s proposed antenna, or 

. a . Exastlna towers or structures not are located 
within the aeogra~hic area which meet atmlicantls 
enaineerina reauirements. or 

. Existina towers or structures are not of sufflclent . . 
height to meet applicant's engineerina reauirements. 
QE 

c. Existinff towers or structures do not have suffi- 
cient structural strenath to support a~~licant's 

osed antenna and related e 

d. The applicant's proposed antenna would cause elec- 
tromaunetic interference with the antenna on the 
existing towers or structures. or the antenna on the 
existing towers or structures would cause interfer- 
ence with the applicant's proposed antenna, or 

e. The applicant demonstrates that there are other 
limiting factors that render existina towers and 
structures unsultable. or 



a t e s  that a l w t i v e  
a t  does not re- t h e  use of towers 

o r  s t r u c t u r e s .  such a s  a cable  m1c;rocell netwo* 
l e  low- ower red t-tters/receivers 

a t t a c h e d  t o  a wi re l lne  system. is unsui tab le .  

(2) Setbacks. The followigcr setback recruirements shall .  
imply t o  a l l  towers f o r  which a spec ia l  use permit i s  
xequlred.  

a .  Towers must be s e t  back a d i s t ance  eaual  t o  a t  
l e a s t  seventy-f i v e  oercent (75%) of the  he - . . .  i a h t  of 
t h e  tower from any adlolnina lo t  l i n e ,  

b. Guvs and accessory bui ldlnus . . must meet the  minimum 
zoning d i s t r i c t  setback requirements. 

a .  Tower separa t ion  s h a l l  be measured from t h e  base of 
h f f - s t h e t e  uses 

t e d  areas  a s  spec i f l ed  . . i n  Table 1. 
except  a s  otherwise provided i n  Table 1. 

w ~ t h  ' t h e  minimum standards e s t ab l i shed  i n  TABLE 1. 

TABLE 1 

I Off-site Zoning District I Separation Distance I 
L ! 

RS !Residential Suburban District). R-1 isinale 200 feet or 300% heiaht of towe6 whichever is 
Familv Residential District). R-1A (Sinale Family greater. 
Reduced Area District). R-1 MH (Sinale Family 
Manufactured). RSM (Residential Suburban Multi- 
Familv District). 

R-2 (Multi-Familv District). R-3 (Mixed Residential 
District). R-0 [ResidentiallOffice District). 

v I 

2se~aration measured from base of tower. 

100 feet or 100% heiaht of tower whichever is 
greater. 

Non-residentiallv zoned lands or non- residential 
uSeS 

J 
None: onlv setbacks applv 



4. Sewation distances between towers. 

a .  S e w o n  duLmces between towers s h a l l  be 
le for and meaured between th-osed 

St 

shall be measured by drawing or follow- tances 

- 
Che pro~osed tower. The separation distances 
(listed in linear feet) shall be as shown in TABLE 
2, 

TABLE 2 

15 Securitv fencing. Towers shall be enclosed bv securitv 
fencina not less than six feet in heiaht and shall also 
be equipped with an app . . ropriate anti-climbma device. 

( 6 )  Landsca~in~: Existing mature tree arowth and natural 
Jand forms on the site shall be preserved to the maximum 
extent ~ossible. - 

Tower T v p ~  

Lattice 

Guved 

Monopole 75 Ft in 
Heiaht or Greater 

- - - -- -. 

Jdono~ole Less 
Than 75 Ft in 
Heiaht 

(7) Buildings or Other E~uipment Storage. 

Lattice 

5ggj' 

W' 

1500' 
- - - -- - - 

- 750' 

Guved 

5000' 

5ooo' 
1500' 

PPPpp - - - -- 

a. Antennas Mounted on Structures or Roofto~s. The 
equi~ment cabinet or structure used in association 
with antennas shall complv with the followina: 

1. A safety regort from a structural enaineer 
shall be provided establishinu the structural 
intearity of the principal support structure. 

750' - 750' - 750' 

Monopole 75 Ft in 
Heiaht or Greater 

1500' 
i' 

1500' 

2. Equipment storage buildings or cabinets shall 
c o m n l v l i c a b l e  buildina codes. 

Monopole Less 
Than 75 Ft in 

Heim 

750' 

750' 
- 750' 



b. lb&nrus Mounted on Ut*tv  
. * 

Poles or T,iqht Poles 
be subject to franchises as re 

ent cablget or structure used u s s o c i a -  
t i ~ n  with these antennas shall be located within 
desianated easements or within the ~ublic ri~ht - of - - 

In no - 
- shall the equi~ way ment cabinet or structure inter- 

fere with pedestrian or vehicular circulation and 
visibilitv. 

c. Antennas Located on Towers. The related unmanned 
ecr~ipment structure shall be located in accordance 

with the minimum vard reauirements - of the zo ning 
district in which located. 

(dl REMOVAL OF ABANDONED ANTENNAS AND TOWERS. 

Anv antenna or tower that is not o~erated for a continuous ~ e r i ~ d  - 
pf twelve (12) months shall be considered abandoned, and the 
owner of such antenna or tower shall remove the same within 
nlnety ( 9 0 )  da s of recei~t - of notice from the c itv of Laredo 
gotlfylng the owner of such abandonment. Failure to remove an 
abandoned antenna or tower within said ninetv - ( g o )  dav s shall be 
arounds to remo - ve the tower or antenna at the owner's ex~ense. - 
If there are two or more users of a sinale tower. then this Dro- - 
vision shall not become effective until all users cease usina the - 
tower. 

Section 5 .  Appendix 'A' of the Laredo Land Development Code is 
established to include the following definitions: 

Alternative tower structure: shall mean anv man-made trees, 
k w rs 11 l e e .  1 ' il r 

alternative-desian mountina structures that camouflaae or conceal 
the presence of antennas or towers. 

tenna: shall mean any exterior transmittina or receivina de- 
vice mounted on a tower. buildina or structure and used in 
communications that radiate or capture electromaanetic waves, 
diaital sianals. analoa sianals, radio freauencies (excluding 
radar sianals), wireless telecommunications sianals or other 
communication sianals. 

FAA: shall mean the Federal Aviation Administration. 



t : shall mean, when ref-a to a tower or other strut- 
Xure. the distance measured from the fln- arade of t . . he parcel 
lg 
the base aad and anv antenna. 

Cornmunxcatlon Tower: shall mean anv - structure that is desianed - 
and constructed nrimarilv - for the - nur~ose - of sun~ortinq one or - - - 
more antennas for tele~hone. radio and slm~lar com . . munication 

Doses. lncludina - self- su~~ortina - lattice to wers. uuved to w- - - 
ers. or mono~ole - to wers. T he term includes radio and te levision 
ansmission towers. microwave towers. common-carrier towers, 

cellular telewhone towers. alternative tower structures. and the 
like. The term includes the structure and anv s u ~ ~ o r t  - thereto. 

Collocation: shall mean. when referrina to a communication tow- 
ers and antennas. the - nlacina - touether - of rnult i ~ l e  antennas o n a 
i 1 s na e commucatlon tower or structure. 

section 6. This Ordinance shall be published in the manner pro- 
vided by Section 2.09 (Dl of the Charter of the City of Laredo, 
and shall become effective as and from the date of publication. 

.Section 7. Severability 
If any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or 
phrase of this ordinance, or the application of the same to any 
person or set of circumstances is for any reason held to be un- 
constitutional, void or invalid, the invalidity of the remaining 
portions of this ordinance or their application to other persons 
or sets of circumstances shall not be affected thereby, it being 
the intent of the City Council in adopting this ordinance that no 
portion hereof or provision or regulation contained herein shall 
become inoperative or fail by reason of any unconstitutionality, 
voidness or invalidity of any other portion hereof, and all pro- 
visions of this ordinance are declared to be severable for that 
purpose. 

section 8. Repealer. Any ordinances or parts thereof in con- 
flict with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed 
to the extent of such conflict. 

Section 9. Open Meetings 



The City Council officially finds, determines, recites and de- 
clares that a sufficient written notice of the date, hour, place 
and subject of this meeting of the City Council was posted at a 
place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the City for 
the time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by 
the Open Meetings Law, Article 6252-17, Texas Revised Civil 
Statutes Annotated; and that this meeting has been open to the 
public as required by law at all times during which this ordi- 
nance and the subject matter thereof has been discussed, consid- 
ered and formally acted upon. The City CouncFl further ratifies, 
approves and confirms such written notice and the contents and 
posting thereof. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR ON THIS THE 
7~ DAYOF ,1997. 

/ 

ATTEST : APPROVZD AS TO FORM: 
Jerry Bruce Cain 

City Attorney 

RAY R&IGU& 0 
City Secretary ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY 

PUBLISHED DATEz4-11-1997 


